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For many people, including those with architecture or construction knowledge, the barrios in 
Venezuela may seem an eye sore, or simply, illegal land invasion. However, focusing on 
the details of each house and the way its inhabitants have been able to solve many construction 
problems, these mountains of houses, become an ingenious struggle and evidence 
of survival: people using whatever they can find to have a shelter and a place to call home. With 
this in mind, is it possible to have a positive impact on the barrio occupants through an architectural 
gesture? An essential step to answering this question was a visit to the barrio “Muchinga” in La Guaira, 
the port city of Caracas. One of the main attractions of the port city is its Historic Center, which 
has survived over two hundred years of use, and a massive landslide that destroyed over 15,000 
houses in 1999. Due to the state of neglect in which the Historic Center is today, the Fundación 
La Guayra Ciudad Histórica, a non for profit organization, has set the goal to renovate this area 
and make it a tourist attraction. However, their projects are more focused on future tourist, 
and not on the people who live there, mostly barrio occupants. The goal of this project is to design 
an architectural intervention that, with the least amount of disturbance, provides the 
potential for barrio residents to start their own food-selling business. 
An urban plan was developed in order to provide the necessary infrastructure for this proposal to 
become successful. Further exploration involved the construction of an ice-cream 
cart, based on a woman who already sells her own ice-cream in the area, with the hopes of 
understanding the steps that she would go through, would she chose to be a part of this proposal. 

“These start-up, informal settlements gradually evolve or violently explode out of conditions of social 
emergency. It is not the “image” of informal that is important here, but the layering of its socio-economic 
procedures”. 

Teddy Cruz - A City Made of Waste
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After the “oil boom” in the 1950s people moved from the rural areas of Venezuela 
to Caracas with the hopes of living a better life. However they learned the hard way 
that in order to survive in the city, a lot of income is needed, so they resorted to the 
only solution they had, invading land. They thought these houses would be 
temporary and that one day they would be able to inhabit the legal city, but in time 
those dreams became impossible and the barrios (as the informal settlements 
are colloquially called), became their permanent residence.  

Informal settlements are not new to the world, they have been around from as early 
as in ancient Rome, and even then, they lacked approval from society. 
Nowadays they are still seen as a problem. Outsiders see the squatter communities 
as a sign of violence, drug trafficking, ugly urban fabric, and so 
on, and ignore the fact that these communities are much more than that. Their homes 
are self-built, every brick is worked for day by day, and they do not take their 
shelter for granted. Robert Newirth’s recounting of his travels through  Rio de Janeiro, 
Nairobi, Mumbai and Istanbul, in his book Shadow Cities, establishes a new 
definition to illegal settlements.  Each city has its own history and each squatter has 
different construction techniques and amenities. Each community has a name, they 
are either favelas in Rio, or gecekondus in Istanbul, but all four settlements have in 
common the fact that the people who live there consider them home, they show 
pride in their community and are very involved with those who live around them. 
Who is to say that this way of living is wrong? What can we 
learn from them and apply to our living conditions? 

The barrios of Venezuela
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Caracas is a city of six million inhabitants of which 55% live in the barrios (Brillembourg, 
Feireiss, & Klumpner, 2005). Life in the barrios is difficult for many reasons, violence is always present, and the 
majority of the crimes are in some way or another related to drugs. People who live in degrading conditions tend to 
be more vulnerable towards drugs and find them as the only soothing source to alleviate their problems, which in 
result turns into violence to get such drugs. This is a problem that many barrio occupants deal with, and even get 
involved with early on in life. Caracas has been ranked the 6th most dangerous city in the 
world, most of the crimes happening either in the barrios or instigated by people from the barrios (Nataly, 2011).

  

According to the Venezuelan Newspaper, El Universal, in a weekend 33 corpses where received in one of the city’s 
morgue of which 24 were bullet wounded (Miranda, 2011), note that this was only the data collected at one of 
the morgues of Caracas, not the total amount of deaths in a weekend. These numbers are considered normal to 
a regular barrio resident. They not only worry about having enough money to feed their families, they worry 
about being able to live another day. These is just one of the emotional difficulties of living in a barrio, 
the physical aspect is also tough. 

Caracas is a valley, where flat land is mostly occupied with public activities. The middle and upper class inhabit the 
less steep hills of the city. The barrios occupy every single area humanly possible. Water 
and electricity is mostly provided by the government in a bi-weekly basis, but it is not guaranteed. Electricity is often 
taken by barrio occupants who know how to connect to an electricity pole and take the energy to their homes. Most 
of the houses are built by construction workers who live in the barrios and build for the formal city therefore they 
have extensive construction knowledge. Whatever the barrio occupants need, they find a way to make it happen. It is 
remarkable to learn how humans react to extreme living conditions and how they solve daily problems with a simple 
solution. 

However there is more than one downside to living in these conditions. The majority of the children in the barrios 
get involved with drugs and violence because of the deficiency in the public school systems. In Caracas, there is a 
small percentage of children actually attending schools. According to an article from the newspaper El Universal, 
the president of the foundation Arturo Uslar Pietri, Antonio Ecarri, assured that the number of students registered for 
high school level in public schools in Caracas was reduced by 40% and these are the most dangerous age groups 
to get involved with delinquent bands. According to Ecarri there needs to be 13,000 new schools 
in Venezuela because 4 million children are not registered in the school system 
(Rosa, 2011). The parents of these children are either working long hours to try to get by every week, or maybe even 
involved in some sort of illegal activity themselves. Their parents were probably not encouraged by their parents 
to attend school, who can motivate the children today to be educated when no one 
motivated them?

Barrio occupants have grown up believing to have this stigma that they are worth less than “formal” citizens, and 
middle-class citizens believe to be better than them as well. This is the biggest problem that this society is dealing 
with nowadays. Instigated by the current president, the social divide between the poor and the rich 
is palpable every day, everywhere you go. There is nothing that architecture can do to purely amend this problem. 
What is needed is a change in the way we think about each other, as citizens 
of equal power, but most importantly equal respect. Until this situation changes, the barrio 
occupants will not be able to live a dignified life.

1949

Growth of the barrio in Caracas

1966 1983 2005
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-Urban Think Tank:
Urban Think Tank is an independent design practice and 
research center that was founded in 1993 by Alfredo 
Brillembourg who was joined by Hubert Klumpner in 1998. 
Together their goal has been to understand the way of living 
in the barrios of Caracas and create innovative and practical 
design solutions with the help of professionals from other 
disciplines. Hubert and Brillembourg have gone above and 
beyond in their research to comprehend the people that they 
want to help and their way of living. Some of their methods even 
involved sitting at a table in the skirts the barrio “Petare” offering 
architecture ideas to the barrio occupants. However the most 
successful part of their research was to invite researchers from 
different nationalities, backgrounds, and professions to do 
their own research in Caracas. It is because of that interesting 
combination of professions and backgrounds and ways of 
thinking that Urban Think Tank has been able to come up with 
many different solutions to some of the multiple problems that 
are faced in the barrios of Caracas. 

-Gimnasio Vertical by Urban Think 
Tank 
The idea behind the gym is to build up in a 
limited amount of space and integrate as many 
activities as possible in a “giant box” that will be 
easily assembled with the help of prefabricated 
perforated metal pieces. Their motivation was to 
provide a something for the kids of the barrios to 
be occupied with, and as a result mitigate violence. 
The intent of the architects was also to recreate the 
gym in different locations with the same general 
idea (a giant box with different activities within it). It 
is important when designing for the barrios to think 
vertically, instead of horizontally, because that is 
how these neighborhoods naturally grow. 

Case Studies
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-Medellín Metrocable and Northeast 
Integral Urban Project by Proyectos Urbanos 
Integrales: 
 The city of Medellín-Colombia was ranked the most 
dangerous city in the world in 1991. The Medellín government 
performed a series of social and physical interventions 
that have reduced the violence in this city. One of the most 
successful projects involves the Metrocable, which help form a 
physical connection from the informal settlements to the metro 
system of the formal city. Each cable car was strategically 
placed according to the necessities of the settlements and 
incorporates public buildings such as libraries, schools, parks, 
etc. Additionally the informal neighborhoods are connected 
by pedestrian walkways which also improve the safety of the 
residents. These interventions are costly and ambitious, but it 
has worked for the city of Medellín greatly. 

-Integral Urban Project by Arqui5 Caracas:
 One of the main problems that barrio residents struggle 
with in their daily life is the steep slopes in which their homes 
are placed. The barrio “La Vega” in Caracas has a slope higher 
than 50%. The stairs were built by the residents, irregular and 
unsafe, without handrails. As a way to simplify circulation around 
the neighborhood Arqui5 designed a network of stairs that 
would provide better connectivity throughout the barrio. These 
new stairs also integrate some of the services that are scarce 
in this community such as water, electricity, drainage, as well 
as a series of landings that encourage interaction between the 
neighbors. This project ingeniously provides many amenities to 
the community of La Vega in an elegant and simple intervention.

-Garden-in-a-Sack by Solidarités 
International in Nairobi Kenya:
 As a result of political protests in 2008 in 
Kenya, many food markets were destroyed leaving 
people without food. The French NGO Solodarités 
International aided over 20,000 people with a 
simple idea called garden-in-a-sack. With three 
simple steps and readily available materials the 
community occupants can grow their own food that 
would last for at least four meals a week. Growing 
their own food is something that most of the slum 
occupants in Nairobi are familiar with, however 
growing food within a small square footage brings 
a whole new meeting to agriculture. 

-Dry Toilet by Marjetica Potrc: 
Marjetica Potrc (Slovenia) and Liyat Esakov (Israel) 
were part of the Urban Think Tank effort that took 
place in Caracas for a span of six months. They 
were concerned with the lack of water the barrio 
residents have to live with. Some barrios have water 
supplied to them two days a week, if lucky. Their 
solution was a design-built dry toilet that would cut 
down the need of water significantly; toilets require 
the majority of the water in a household. Their 
project was successful in the sense that it took 
into account the logic of the barrios and the way 
they grow, by “individual initiative and continual 
upgrading (pg. 184 Caracas Case)”. 

8.1
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“While we may suspect the existence of other worlds within our own local environment, we have only hints that 
there are people around us who are entirely different from ourselves. The paradox is that although we know they 
are there, we have been taught that they do not exist. The only ones who do exist are those who trade 
with labor force of the ‘Other’”

 – Alejandra Padrón Informal City: Caracas Case

Understanding the Barrios

Harvested 
Materials 

Organized 
settlement

Formal 
Construction 
knowledge 

Fence solution 
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Therefore, the design proposal ended up providing them with a way to root 
themselves better in the urban fabric, by giving them the possibility 
to own a food-cart. In order to get a clear understanding of what going through 
this process would be for a barrio occupant, an ice-cream cart was built. During 
the process I tried to think as the Ice-cream lady would if she was in the process of 
starting her own food-cart business. 

What tools would she need? 
What could her surroundings provide her? 

How would she acquire materials? 
How would she store the cart at night? 

Where would the ice-cream be made, frozen, and 
stored? 

How would she transport the ice-cream to the cart? 
How would she clean the cart? 

Can she move the cart around the historic center? 

All these questions were taken into consideration while designing and building the 
cart. In the end, since I was pretending to be the ice-cream lady, the cart turned out 
to be custom-made for myself. 

Throughout the year-long process of this project, it was crucial to develop an 
attitude towards the barrios, not only in Venezuela, but around the world, 
in order to apply this knowledge efficiently towards a design. The research involved 
reading about what is being done in the slums, contacting people who are involved 
in projects similar to this one, taking a class about 4th World Theory, discussing the 
findings with the advisors, but most importantly, visiting a barrio for the first 
time and getting to know some of the people that inhabit this community. During 
this research my attitude towards the barrios changed dramatically. I grew up being 
told to think of the barrios as a bad part of the city of Caracas, as something that 
we should get rid of, but in the back of my mind I always knew that eradicating 
them from our city and society was not the right answer. 

A pivotal part of this investigation was the realization that the barrios are 
not as bad as I grew up thinking them to be, the people who 
have created this intricate communities have had to deal with very tough building 
constrictions, budget restraints, materials scarcity, legal issues, violence, and even 
with all of these negatives on their side, they still were able to build a community 
and homes that they are proud of. From that moment on, the intent of the 
project was to give them more pride in their way of living, 
a way to make them feel that living in the barrios is not wrong, and a way for the 
middle class to understand that as well. 

The designed proposal was influenced by the research in that it sought to find a 
way to give more dignity to the barrio occupants, understanding 
that their way of living is not wrong, but simply unconventional. However, the most 
important point to keep in mind when designing for them is that the houses that they 
build with their hard earned money are, in the end, their homes, and they do 
not want to leave them behind and occupy “formal” houses. 

13.1 13.4
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In order to have an authentic experience 
of a barrio, it was imperative to visit one. 
I had the opportunity to visit a barrio in 
La Guaira with some of the members 
of the The Fundación La Guayra Ciudad 
Histórica. La Guaira is the port city 
of Caracas which is located thirty 
minutes away from the capital. The cities 
are separated by the mountain called “El 
Avila”. 

Historic Center of La Guaira
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The Historic Center of La Guaira is in desperate abandoned conditions. The site has survived a massive landslide 
that occurred in December of 1999, which only increased the level of neglect of the once vibrant streets and colonial 
houses.  Some of the facilities are still filled with dirt from the landslide. The Fundación La Guayra Ciudad 
Histórica is an organization with the mission to bring back life to this historic city and transform it into a tourist 
attraction for Venezuelans, and in the longer future for foreigners. Since most of the buildings, if not all, are protected 
for their historic value, in order to maintain the essence of the city of La Guaira, it is imperative that the new additions 
and improvements maintain that historic value and image. The first few projects that will be constructed in this area 
will be hostels. The idea is that by transforming little by little every square inch of the Historic Center, the citizens and 
the barrio occupants that live directly behind the center will take pride in their territory and make it bloom. 

Another great organization, the Fundación Boulton, has rehabbed two of the existing buildings in the Historic Center 
and turned them into a “Culinary School” and a “Carpentry School”, with the intention of providing 
soon to be or recent high school graduates the skills necessary to utilize in their future. The skills learned can 
potentially be used in the construction of the hostels, or in the restaurants of the hostels or in the area. All this positive 
energy is bound to affect its surroundings. 
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The barrio “Muchinga” is located directly behind the Historic Center of La 
Guaira. It is a rather small barrio with only 60 housing units, and it has been around 
for over 200 years. The current residents recently got a government grant 
that allows them to acquire basic construction materials for rebuilding their 
homes. These materials are: clay brick, concrete, re-bar, and plumbing. The 
money each household gets it’s sufficient for them to rebuild the first level of their 
homes. However, if they wish to increase the square footage of their house, they 
have to do so with their own money. Currently, 20 of the 40 houses that received 
the grant are under construction. Some houses are being built by their owners, 
and the rest are being built by neighbors and friends. Since the barrio is very small, 
it lacks enough space for gathering areas, and the ones that have potential for this 
use, are now occupied with construction materials. Also, the only way up to the 
houses is through a series of stairs, which means that the construction materials 
have to be manually carried upstairs. However, not everything is negative about 
this barrio, one of the best qualities of this neighborhood is the view that 
most of these houses enjoy. The international port, the coast line 
and the historic center’s roofs of clay tiles are visible from almost everywhere in 
Muchinga. 

Between the historic center and the barrios there are some abandoned 
sites, or gaps that have been left alone over the years, or possibly destroyed 
by the devastating landslide of 1999. This row of ruins has the potential to 
become a great space for both the barrio occupants and 
future tourists. This project will intend to figure out what the best function 
for these untouched spaces is, in a way that maintains the historic integrity of La 
Guaira, and at the same time provides a better future for the Muchinga barrio 
occupants. This gap can be the melting point where both worlds, 
formal and informal, coexsist. 

2322
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Proposal

With the intention to provide the barrio occupants with skills to live a 
better future, and make them feel a more important part of the 
community, a series of interventions of varying scales 
are proposed. The scales range from urban, to building, to human. Each 
intervention is part of a system designed to foster the growth of the barrio 
occupants by providing them with the opportunity to start a food-cart 
business of their choosing.

Urban Scale 

Building Scale 

Human Scale 25
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1 - Reserve a spot at Urban 
Garden and plant produce 
2 - Work at Repurposing Center to 
acquire materials 
3 - Make Ice-cream cart at 
Multipurpose Workshop
4 - Collect fruit from Urban Garden
5 - Make Ice-cream at home
6 - Sell Ice-cream on the streets 

The urban scale of the proposal consists of a network 
of interventions that will facilitate the future cart 
owners to start their business. The main goal was to 
utilize existing abandoned sites or buildings. 
The proposed interventions are an Urban Garden, a 
Repurposing Center, and a Multipurpose Workshop. 
These series of buildings will create connections 
throughout the community and imbed the 
barrio residents into the Historic Center.  

Urban Proposal
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Filling one of the many gaps that 
exist between the Historic Center 
and Muchinga, the Urban Garden will 
allow the barrio occupants to produce 
their own food as well as learn about 
agriculture. They will be responsible 
of tending the crops and maintaining 
the place. The urban garden will be 
provided with a shelter to store all the 
tools necessary for growing food, as 
well as water supply for irrigation.

Urban Garden
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e

Culinary 
School

Workshop

Carpentry 
School

Urban Garden

Ditch

Spigot 

Urban Garden 
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Left-over 
construction 
materials

Repurposing 
Center

In order to acquire materials for the food 
carts, the future cart owners must pay 
their dues working at the repurposing 
center. They have the option to either 
work at the repurposing center and get 
money to buy construction materials, 
or work for free and utilize the materials 
collected at the center.

Barrio occupants are constantly making 
changes to their homes, especially now 
that they have a government grant that 
allows them to buy materials in bulk. 
The Historic Center is also undergoing 
a major renovation. The scrap material 
that will be the result from all of the 
construction happening in this area, 
could be potentially used for the 
construction of the food carts.

Repurposing Center 
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Workshop

Culinary 
School Carpentry 

School

Urban 
Garden

Tools 

Power tools 

Culinary 
Skills

Multipurpose Workshop Located next to the Culinary and 
Carpentry Schools already established 
by the Boulton House, the multipurpose 
Workshop will be a complimentary 
addition to this inspiring organization. 
Future cart owners will be able to use 
the facilities to build their carts. They will 
be given a set of tools at the Workshop 
needed to build the carts. Similar to 
what is being done at the Bike 816 
Collective in Kansas City, where people 
are given a small tool box to either fix, 
or learn how to fix bikes. 

Cart owners will be allowed to use the 
power tools already existing at the 
Carpentry school. They will also have 
the choice of attending the Culinary 
School, if they want to improve their 
cooking skills. 

Bike 816 Collective Workshop
21
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Teddy Cruz’s Column- Beam proposal  

House under construction in Barrio Muchinga 

Elemental - Incremental Housing   

Hybrid Building  

The focus of this project was not on the 
construction of a building. According 
to all the research done, in order to 
successfully design for the barrios, 
it is imperative to immerse with the 
community and work with them. After 
understanding what the community 
wants and learning more about their 
construction techniques, a hybrid 
building could emerge. These buildings 
will incorporate barrio construction 
strategies combined with architectural 
design knowledge and historic code 
requirements.  

The hybrid condition is not new. 
Architecture firms such as Estudio Teddy 
Cruz and Elemental have managed 
to provide a happy medium between 
formal and informal construction.

The design studio led by Teddy Cruz was intrigued by 
the relationship that existed in the border of San Diego 
and Tijuana, where people were immigrating north, and 
human waste was moving south. They decided to take 
advantage of this situation by utilizing such wasteful 
material and design something that could in return help 
the citizens of the “border”. Their solution was a column/
beam structural member that could be utilized as the 
structure of a dwelling which would be finished by the 
future owner. 

The architecture firm Elemental was commissioned 
by the Chilean government to provide a new social 
housing unit. Their solution was to design and build the 
50% of the housing unit that the occupants struggle the 
most with building, meaning the structure, the roof, the 
bathroom and the kitchen. The other half of the house 
is in the hands of the residents to finish. This design 
won the CurryStone price of 2011 and it has also been 
implemented in Nuevo León, Mexico. The occupants 
of these housing units are used to building their own 
homes and adding personal touches. Giving them the 
opportunity to have a structurally safe shelter and at the 
same time allowing them to make it their own is a great 
strategy to improve their living conditions. 

24.1
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Get produce 
from Urban 
Garden

Make Ice-
cream at home

Store ice-
cream at 
home’s freezer 

Freeze water 
jugs

Take Ice-cream 
to cart in the 
mornings 

Making and Selling the ice - cream 
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An architect who resides in Chicago, Mejay Gula, designed and built a cart with the help of some of 
her friends as a part of the “Mobile Smart Cart Farms” in Chicago Illinois. 

Existing Food Carts  

Cold Freezing Hot Storage

Possible Cart Fuctions: 

- Ice Cream

- Hot dogs/ Hamburgers

- Empanadas/ Arepas

- Sandwiches

- Raspaditos 

- Drinks/ natural juices

- Desserts/ Strawberries and Cream

Possible Cart Needs: 

- freezer - counte/storage

- hotplate/ warm water - counter/storage

- hotplate - frier - fridge - counter/ storage

- fridge - counter/storage

- freezer - counter/storage

- fridge - counter/storage 

- fridge - counter/storage 

The cart owners will be able to assemble their carts according to their 
needs. Four different “pods” will be previously designed: one for storing 
cold food, one for storing freezing food, one for storing/ cooking warm or 
hot food, and one for storage and counter space. 

Arepas

Empanadas

Raspaditos

Food Carts  

25.1

25.2

25.3 3938
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- Ice-cream

- Raspadito
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- Hot dog

- Hamburgers 

- Empanadas

-Arepas

- Sandwiches 

- Natural Juices

- Desserts 

Empanada cart Open Empanada cart Closed

Cork

Billboard Signs

Aluminum

Chalk Paint

Proposed Food Carts  Possible finishes for the carts   

4140



Piano hinge

Door handle

Door lock (2)

Rigid Insulation 1”

Contact paper

Threated metal rod 5/16”

Block nuts and 
washers 5/16”

Bike wheels 16”

Weather Stripping 3/4”

Corner door lock

Wood rod 1”

Wood structure (4) 3/4”
 
Shelves support (wood) 5/8”

Plywood 1/4”
 
Sanding Sealer
White primer
Yellow paint

Perforated steel angle 1/16”

Drill Screws 

Ice-cream cart Assembly

43
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Ice-cream cart process   

- Sanding Paper
- Cutting matt
- Utility knife
- Measuring devices
- Pliers 
- Good paint brush

Tools:

- Table-saw
- Jig-saw
- Bend-saw
- Nail gun
- Drill
- Clamps
- Wood glue

Steps for assembling the cart:

- Cut wood
- Assemble two halves with shelves holders and frame   
      [separately] 
- Install insulation
- Apply “contact paper”
- Attach push handles
- Finish insulation
- Put two halves together
- Finish “contact paper”
- Paint [sand, sanding sealer, primer, paint] 
- Attach pegs and steel rod holder to bottom piece
- Install wheels
- Install doors
- Attach perforated steel angle 

The decision of making a full-scale ice-cream cart 
as a product for this project came from not having 
a lot of experience building things, or working in the 
woodshop. It was definitely a learning experience 
in every aspect. From learning the name of the 
tools used, to learning how to use them. The most 
important lesson was to learn to plan ahead, and 
understand that every step takes longer than 
expected. 



4746

Finished product   

The cart has different compartments. 
The top compartment would be the 
main ice-cream storage and it has two 
doors, the bigger one is for cleaning 
the cart at the end of each day. The 
other two compartments will serve 
as secondary storage, reducing the 
amount of time the ice-cream would 
be exposed to the hot climate of La 
Guaira. 

The cart has a layer of rigid insulation 
inside of it. The ice-cream would stay 
cold by utilizing frozen water jugs that 
would be strategically replaced during 
the day. 



My entire understanding of what the barrio occupant means to me has dramatically changed since I started this 
project. The barrio occupants are as important in society as any other citizen, and they deserve 
as much respect; the only difference between me and them is that they occupy a different kind of housing and 
community. Having a better understanding about the barrio allows me as a designer to come up with innovative 
ideas that could potentially help them be seen as a dignified citizen, just as any other living in a formal 
community. The result of this project is simply the first exploration in this topic of social equality. I will aim to have a 
profession that seeks to liberate the barrio occupants from the stigma that they have learned to 
live with, and at the same time, liberate the middle-class from believing in such stigma. The 
architecture profession has the power to become much more than the construction of buildings and skyscrapers. We 
have creative minds that with the right amount of emotion have the capacity to change society as we know it. If we 
start to think about the barrio occupants as the mainstream of the society in Venezuela, since they 
constitute the majority of the population, especially in Caracas, then they will become the somebodies and the ones 
that architects should be working with in lieu of working exclusively for those with access to capital. It is not the barrios 
that need to change, they do not need to move away from the city where they belong. What needs changing is 
our attitude towards them and accept that they are an important part of our society, history, and daily life. 

Conclusion
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Center of La Guaira and the barrio Muchinga. It was a beautiful day that I will never forget. 
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process.
My family [Ramon Eulacio, Fuensanta Eulacio, Virginia Eulacio, and Alejandro Eulacio] – for their love and 
support not only during this project but throughout my life.
Eric Harlan – for his daily doses of emotional support and for being willing to visit the barrio with me.
gLadys [Michelle Armand, Karen Miller, and Mary Walgamuth] – for always having dinner ready and being 
my family away from home.
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Woodshop assistants – for helping me build the cart
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